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alongside a United States destroyer and introduced me to the
Commodore. " I leave her in your hands, Commodore/' he
said, " she isn't an American subject but she's an American
correspondent. Good-bye ! " And he returned hastily to the
steamer that was already weighing anchor.
The bluejackets stood looking first at me and then at the
Commodore with faces like masks, and the Commodore, with
all the seriousness of a young man who has responsibility, looked
at me severely. The row boat had gone away and left me;
he could hardly throw me overboard.
" You can stay until we find a place for you on shore," he
said.
I stayed five days!
One of the lieutenants gave me his cabin. I was treated as
the ship's mascot and nobody complained of my presence. On
the contrary, I fell into the ship's ways and regulations with an
ease that suggested I had been accustomed to discipline all my
life ! I took root and wished tho^e days might become a life-
time. The officers vowed it was excellent for the ship's moral
to have a woman on board. They were nice ! I shall never
forget them and the hundred little ways in which they attended
to my comfort. No race in the world can beat the American
for chivalry. There was no British ship in the harbour, happily,
for the British would surely not have taken me on board, and if
not the British then why the Americans ? As it was* they felt
there was no alternative. The British were conspicuous by
their absence. French, Italian and American flags were stuck
up everywhere, Greeks and Armenians huddled beneath their
imagined protection. The British flag was nowhere to be
seen.
I felt so unhappy that my people should have been the
supporters of those most absurd Greeks. The only people who
appeared to be in the least respected were the Americans,
because they were so determinedly neutral. In their neutrality
they were able to be of more use than any friend or ally.
Each side—Turk as well as Greek—trusted them, and whatever
favours they asked were invariably granted.
The day following my arrived I went ashore with one of the

